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Inside this issue 

the 

Chindit Column 
The boldest measures are the safest 

Our Aims and Objectives 
for the Society 

 To protect and maintain the legacy 
and good name of the Chindits and 
their great deeds during the Burma 

Campaign. 
 

To carry that name forward into the 
public domain, through 

presentations and education. 
 

To gather together and keep safe 
Chindit writings, memoirs and other 

treasures for the benefit of future 
generations. 

 
To assist families and other 

interested parties in seeking out the 
history of their Chindit relative or 

loved one. 
 

Wherever possible, to ensure the 
continued well being of all our 

Chindit veterans. 

The Chairman’s Message 
Welcome everyone to the latest edition of the Chindit Column. Our 
membership continues to grow, with five new members joining the 

Society over the last three months. Enquiries about the Chindits and 
their exploits in Burma continue to flood in. 

Next year will be the 75th Anniversary of Operation Longcloth; we 
are looking to celebrate this event by extending our reunion weekend 

in June to include a special service at the Chindit Memorial at 
Alrewas. We will then enjoy our dinner as usual at the Village 

Hotel, Walsall. All this will take place on Saturday 9th June 2018. 
More information in the next newsletter. 

Our Mule 
Page 2 

77 Bde. March 
Page 6 
Cyber Chindits 
march from 
Lichfield to 
London. 

Over My Dead Body 

Page 8 
A short story by 
Chindit Frank Lea. 

A poem by Chindit 
Bill Towill. 
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Chindit Dinner at the British High Commission in Abuja 

Our Mule by Bill Towill 

Distraught, I take in your shocked and staring eyes 

Those gentle trusting pools now wracked with 
puzzlement and pain. 

Raging I flail at the avaricious flies 

That torture you despite the unrelenting rain. 

Swarming, buzzing, sucking at your cuts 

Avid for the bounty of your spilled and steaming 
guts. 

Wet-eyed with grief, I embrace your sagging head, 

Cup your velvet muzzle, feel the laboring of your 
breath, 

Recall the miles we’ve trudged, the miles we’d still 
to tread,  

Blasted into nothing by your cruel and bloody 
death. 

My pistol cracks and your head rears high, 

Your fading eyes entreat me. 

After all I’ve done for you!  

So why? 

Back in March this year, both Tony Redding and Paul 
Shenton were contacted by Captain Simon Hamilton of 
the British Army, who is deployed at the British High 
Commission in Abuja, Nigeria.  
 
Simon was looking for information about the Chindits, 
to form part of a presentation at a special dinner, which 
was attended by British Military, civilian and high 
ranking Nigerian Military personnel. Captain Hamilton 
was good enough to send us the following feedback: 

The Chindit Dinner was a massive success, with Lt-General Buratai, Chief of the Nigerian Army Staff, 
as our guest of honour alongside Paul Arkwright our own High Commissioner (see image). 
Lt-General Buratai’s father fought as part of the Chindits and another Nigerian officer, General Keffi, 
informed us that his own grandfather was sadly killed, whilst he was serving with the Chindits in 1944. 
Tony’s (Redding) signed copy of War in the Wilderness was presented to Lt-General Buratai and a 
passage from the book relating to the Nigerian Regiment was read out by Brigadier Charles Calder. 
Please be advised that this special dinner has strengthened British-Nigerian relations greatly and a huge 
part of this is down to the help provided by the Chindit Society. 
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Well Worth a Visit 

2

the hope of expanding the Chindit exhibit and 
story. Other Regimental Museums and 
associated websites that have already assisted us 
in our new venture include: 

The King’s Regimental Association. 

The Staffordshire Regiment Museum. 

The Lancashire Fusiliers website. 

The Museum of the Royal Leicestershire Regiment, 
and the Kohima Museum at York. 

Did You Know? 
On the 28th April 1943, a C-47 Dakota landed in a jungle clearing at a place called 
Sonpu and eighteen sick and wounded Chindits from 8 Column were airlifted back to 
India. After hearing of this incident, Wingate remarked that it had sowed a seed in his 
mind. The seed or acorn as he later put it, grew into the full oak tree of battle casualty 
evacuation that did so much to raise the morale of the Chindits serving on Operation 
Thursday. To read more about the Dakota rescue at Sonpu, please click on the 
following link: http://www.chinditslongcloth1943.com/the-piccadilly-incident.html 
 
One soldier rescued on the 28th April, was Sgt. Jack Berry from Salford. Jack was one 
of the few Kingsmen to serve on both Chindit operations and landed at Broadway with 
the first wave of gliders in March 1944. As a member of 82 Column, he sadly lost his 
life when the Japanese ambushed the column at Namsun on the night of the 19th/20th 
May. 
 

1

The Museum of Liverpool is located on the 
newly built Pier Head Waterfront, almost in the 
shadow of the iconic Liver Building. The 
museum is a brightly presented modern 
building, with an excellent series of exhibits, 
which lead you through the history of the city in 
a cleverly constructed chronological journey. 
There is a very interesting section devoted to the 
King’s Regiment and a small Chindit related 
display. The Chindit Society is looking to 
formulate a relationship with the museum, with 

Some of our Chindit veterans meet Prince Charles at the 77th Brigade Denison Barracks on 30th 
January this year. 
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Chindit Gallantry Awards 1943-44 

Listen to a Chindit Memoir 

The Chindit audio memoir for Mike Calvert can now be listened 
to on line. Please follow the link below to the website of the 
Imperial War Museum and enjoy hearing about his many wartime 
experiences: 
http://www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/object/80009725 

Please use the following link to read about a Chindit’s nephew as 
he visits Burma to try and locate his uncle’s last resting place:  
 
http://www.sianpowell.com/in-the-footsteps-of-a-hero.html 
 

One of the regular features in forthcoming newsletters will be the transcription of official 
recommendations for various Chindit awards for gallantry, of which there were many. 

Lieutenant James Charles Bruce of the 2nd Burma Rifles was recommended for the award of the 
Military Cross, in recognition of his exceptional performance on Operation Longcloth. His 
citation reads: 
 

On 28th February 1943, Lt. Bruce was sent forward to arrange the crossing of the Irrawaddy River by the 
Headquarters of No.1 Group, No.1 Column and No.2 Column. He was accompanied by one section of Burma 
Rifles. Reaching the Steamer Station at Tagaung with his small force, he blocked the river preventing the 
movement of all traffic and held this area for four days. On the 3rd March he entered the town accompanied 
by only four men, disarmed the local Burma Police Force, destroyed seven rifles and kidnapped a Burmese 
Customs Official who was in fact a Japanese nominee.  
 
Owing to his efficient block of the river he was able to collect a large number of river craft and great quantities 
of food, sufficient to feed the whole force of 1,000 men for several days. Unaware that part of the force had 
been ambushed and with the plan now changed, Lt. Bruce continued with his inadequate party to hold the 
area far beyond the period originally ordered. Hearing at last of the fate of the main body, he finally 
abandoned the position which he had so boldly held, and after rejoining his Platoon Commander took part 
with him in a remarkable march across the Irrawaddy through the Kachin Hills and eventually back to India. 
During the whole period his courage, cheerfulness and unfailing sense of humour was a remarkable source of 
inspiration. 
 
This award was recommended by Captain George P. Carne, also of the Burma Rifles and signed off by 
Brigadier Wingate. A notification was later published in the London Gazette, dated 16th December 1943. 
                                          __________________________________________ 

The Chindit Society committee would like to warmly welcome all our new members and thank our existing 
membership for their continued support. Through your generosity we are able to fund the production of this 

newsletter, the maintenance of our Chindit Memorials at Alrewas and on the Victorian Embankment, 
undertake educational presentations on the subject of the Chindits and arrange much need advice on welfare 

issues for our veterans. On a similar note, if you are able to provide an email contact in order to receive 
future newsletters electronically instead of through the post, this would help us enormously in reducing both 

the cost of delivery and the stationary involved. Thank you. 
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The Death of Major-General Wingate 

As reported in the Birmingham Post on April 1st 1944 

Information has just been released announcing the death of 
General Orde Charles Wingate, who was killed in an 
aeroplane crash on the 24th March. He was an expert in 
jungle warfare and led his ‘Ghost Army’ into Burma last year 
on a four-month trek behind Japanese lines. 

It was he, who planned the airborne expedition, which was 
landed behind enemy lines in Upper Burma a few weeks ago 
and which is today harassing the Japanese and their lines of 
communication.  

Distantly related to Lawrence of Arabia, there was 
something about him that eluded most observers, and 
few of his personal friends could convey a 
comprehensive impression of his extraordinary abilities 
and character. He has been described both as a 
dreamer and a man of action in one body.  

A born leader and a fine soldier, he had a genius for 
merging men of many races into one true force and 
inspiring them to follow him devotedly. 

He was born on February 26th 1903, and his father was 
Colonel George Wingate, who was thirty-two years in 
the Indian Army. In 1936, Wingate was given an 
appointment in Northern Palestine, with the special 
task of freeing the area around the Haifa-Mosul oil 
pipeline from marauding Arab tribes financed by the 
Axis powers. 

 

 

He quickly built up a band of guerrillas, 
made up of from British soldiers and 
Palestinian Jews who knew the territory well 
and led them against the Arab invaders, 
attacking mostly at night. Within a very 
short time he had smashed the opposition 
and restored order to the area. 

During the earlier stages of the war in the 
Middle East, he was part of General 
Wavell’s staff. Later he crossed the 
Abyssinian frontier along with the Emperor 
Haile Selassie with a mixed Army of 
irregular troops and 15,000 camels. With 
these troops he scattered the Italians and 
rode triumphantly into Addis Ababa with 
the Emperor at his side. 

His knowledge of guerrilla tactics and long-
range penetration was recognized by 
General Wavell, who called upon him to 
organise his famous ‘Ghost Army’, for an 
expedition against the Japanese in Burma in 
1943. These men proceeded to triumph 
against their foe, overcoming almost 
unbelievable hardships during their 
campaign.  

                     ______________ 

The photograph to the left shows General 
Wingate’s wife, Lorna, assisting in the garden of 
her parent’s home at Monymusk in 
Aberdeenshire. 
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From Lichfield to London 
100 Mile March in Honour of the Chindits 

2

at suitable rendezvous point, the Cottage of 
Content Public House at Bidford-on-Avon and 

cheered them on. 

After a photo session and a short Act of 
Remembrance ceremony at the Chindit 
Memorial, with a two-minute silence disturbed 
by the police helicopter providing security cover 
for Theresa May as she left Downing Street for 
her audience with Her Majesty at Buckingham 
Palace, the party moved off to the Bill Slim 
Statue on Whitehall for more photographs, 
before boarding a minibus to take them to lunch 
at the London Scottish Drill Hall on Horseferry 
Road. 

Overall, it was an extremely enjoyable event, 
the sun managed to shine throughout and, as 
ever, 77 Brigade were wonderful hosts. The 
marchers reported no serious damage to their 
feet. However, they were not impressed to learn 
that, nearly 75 years ago some Chindits found 
their boots more comfortable without socks!  

(Article by Tony Redding). 

1

Chindit veterans dodged the rain and the post-
election media frenzy on Friday 9th June, to 
welcome five members of the 21st Century 77th 
Brigade on the completion of their five-day, 
100-mile march from Lichfield Cathedral to 
London’s Chindit Memorial in the Victoria 
Embankment Gardens. 

The marchers arrived at noon and were greeted 
by Chindits, John Hutchin, Peter Heppell and 
Bill Smyly, together with Mark Slim and Phil 
Crawley from the Burma Star Association, 
Chindit society representatives and family 
members and Major Paul Corden and seven 
other members of 77 Brigade including the 
march support team. 

At the start of the march on Monday 5th June, 
the 77th Brigade team was waved off by Chindit 
Arthur Baker and his son, Tony. Lichfield 
Cathedral was chosen as the starting point 
because the Colours of the South Staffordshire 
Regiment, proudly carrying the Chindits 1944 

and Burma 1944 battle honours, now rest there.  

On the Wednesday Chindit Reg Salisbury and 
his supporter, Michael Smith, met the marchers 
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Recent book publications with Chindit connections 

2

Chindit versus the Japanese 
Infantryman.  

From the pages of 
Amazon.com: In 1943-44, 
the Chindits took the war to 
the enemy in the harsh 
terrain of Burma in a bid to 
disrupt Japanese 
communications and supply.  

This new book features specially commissioned 
artwork, gripping first-hand accounts and expert 
analysis and offers a glimpse of what it was like to 
fight in the jungles of Burma during World War 2. 

Author, Jon Diamond is a practicing physician who 
has had a life-long interest in military history and 
has written a significant number of articles and 
papers for various military magazines. The artwork 
in the book was provided by Peter Dennis, a former 
student of the Liverpool Art College. 

1

New from Pen & Sword 
books: Orde Wingate, 
Unconventional Warrior. 

Author Dr. Simon Anglim 
has written a thought-
provoking and insightful 
study of the controversial 
career of the famous creator 
of the Chindits. 

Simon Anglim, who works within the Department 
of War Studies at King’s College London, has 
researched deeply into the life of General Wingate 
over many years, including reading through some of 
the private papers held at the Imperial War 
Museum. The author has written many articles on 
the subject of special forces and unconventional 
warfare and cited the 1970’s BBC drama about 
General Wingate as igniting his interest to 
investigate his life and career more fully. 

RECENTLY FALLEN COMRADES 
 

Ron Hadley, Queens Royal Regiment. 30th March 2017. 
Bob Richards, South Staffs. 12th April 2017. 

R. Curzon, 1st South Staffs. 
 

Philip Harold Bullock, South Staffs. 26th May 2017. 
The Countess Mountbatten of Burma, 13th June 2017. 

Douglas Rayner, Royal Signals. June 2017. 
 

Tommy Mason, 1st King’s. June 2017. 
S.R. Garwood, 1st King’s. July 2017. 

 

Chindit Bibliography 
There is now a Chindit related bibliography available for members of the Society. This document, 
comprising over 90 titles comes in pdf form and will be available via email on request. Many of the 
books will be well known to our members, but hopefully, some of the others included in the listing 
may not be. The information relayed is basic; consisting of title, author and where known, the year 
first published. Please contact us if you would like a copy at: info@thechinditsociety.org.net  
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Over My Dead Body 
By Francis Lea 

2

The next seconds 
seemed like years, 
and I forced all my 
thoughts on a desire 
to see my son who 
was born after I left 
England. I lay 
scarcely daring to 
breathe, then came 
a tug at the pack on 
my back. The Japs 
were robbing me 
before they moved 

on. I closed my eyes. There was a tread of a 
boot on my fingers and I had to fight myself not 
to pull them away. A hand grasped the arm 
under my body and my whole body was lifted 
up while a knife slashed at the straps of my 
pack.  
 
I sagged in their arms and was dropped. There 
was the tread of feet as the Japs moved off, and 
slowly I raised my head. My hand went to my 
grenade pouch and I lifted my body to throw 
one after them. At once came the sound of a 
movement, this time behind me. Down I 
dropped again to a new agony of suspense. Had 
I been seen moving by another Jap patrol? Was 
this to be the end after all?  
 
The next second came a low whistle, it was the 
tune of There's No Place Like Home. It was our 
own recognition signal and, such was my relief, 
my mouth was too dry to whistle back. Instead 
I whispered hoarsely: "Okay—it's Lea here."  
 
I had preserved my life, but I might have been a 
hero.  
                ________________________ 
 
Submitted in 1952 to The People newspaper, as 
an entry in their War Stories contest. Frank Lea 
was one of the very few soldiers to serve on 
both Chindit expeditions, firstly with the 13th 
King’s and then again in 1944 with the 
Lancashire Fusiliers. 

1

I was with General Wingate somewhere behind 
the Jap lines in Burma and my orders were like 
this: "Corporal Lea; you will lead your column 
ahead to the road junction marked on the map, 
and No. 1 Platoon will follow directly behind. 
Go steady and keep your eyes skinned!"  
 
Off we went through undergrowth until we 
came to a wide clearing. Things seemed 
ominously quiet, so I skirted the edge of the 
field.  
 
Then came shots from our right. "Move to the 
left!" I shouted to my men and ran myself for 
the cover of a clump of bamboo, only to find in 
front of me a Japanese patrol not three yards 
away. I shouted and dropped as they fired. 
There was a sharp pain in my shoulder. My 
head was buried in the stubble; my right hand 
held my compass under my body and my left 
was outstretched just touching the sling of my 
Sten gun that had bounced out of my hand.  
 
I opened my eyes and waited for the next shots 
that would end my short life. They did not 
come. Instead I felt a slight pull on my left hand 
as my Sten gun was picked up and then a 
slithering movement toward me in the 
undergrowth. The next second I felt the barrel 
of a rifle resting on my back. A Jap was using 
what he thought was my dead body as a 
sandbag. I held my breath and this time waited 
for the bullets of my own comrades to finish 
me.  
 
I lay deathly still and then tried to move my 
right hand that was under my body toward the 
pouch in which were two hand grenades. I got 
there, then realised that I would have to lift my 
body to withdraw a grenade and that to move 
meant death. Next came the clatter of the rifle 
on my back. Hot cartridge shells ejected from it 
began dancing round my ears. I prayed that 
none would touch and burn me so that I should 
wince and show life.  
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The Infamous K-Ration 

2

The prototype K-Ration was developed for 
paratroopers early in WW2, by the Subsistence 
Research Laboratory at the request of the US 
Army Air Corps. The final version offered 2830 
calories daily. The test of these rations in jungle 
conditions consisted of a three–day march, 
averaging just 11 miles daily across flat or 
gently rolling terrain. 

The test platoon was very lightly loaded and at 
the end of three days, the men were weighed 
and no abnormal weight-loss was noted. 
However, on a daily basis, K-Rations were 
short by over 1000 calories for men operating in 
the Burmese jungle. 

After Operation Thursday had closed, two 
Chindits on leave back at Dehra Dun, caught 
sight of a box of K-Rations by chance and both 
vomited on the spot. 

Information taken from Wingate’s Chindits, the 
unpublished memoir of F.E. Gerrard. 

 

1

Food dropped to Chindit Columns consisted, in 
the main, of American K-rations. All ranks, 
from the Column Commander down, were 
issued with, and were responsible for, their own 
rations. Each had three packs daily for up to 
five days, depending on availability. K-ration 
packets were a little smaller than a video 
cassette. The inner cover was heavily waxed 
and would burn long enough to boil a mess tin 
of water or start a cooking fire with wet sticks. 
Former Chindit Fred Gerrard noted the 
contents of his meals: 

Morning 
 
Small tin, spam-type meat 
2 pkts, 4 finger biscuits 
4 cigarettes 
1 book of matches 
Chewing gum 
1 pkt, powdered coffee 
1 pkt, “Refresher” sweets 
2 cubes of sugar. 
 
Midday 
 
Small tin, processed cheese 
2 pkts, 4 finger biscuits 
4 cigarettes 
1 book of matches 
Chewing gum 
1 pkt, powdered lemonade 
1 compressed fruit bar 
2 cubes of sugar. 
 
Evening 
 
Small tin, Pork Loaf 
2 pkts, 4 finger biscuits 
4 cigarettes 
1 book of matches 
Chewing gum 
1 pkt, powdered coffee 
1 chocolate bar 
2 cubes of sugar. 
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Ronald Hadley 

2

You will, I am sure, remember 
how much work has been 
undertaken by the Birmingham 
Branch at our Grove in the 
National Memorial Arboretum 

from the numerous mentions in the Dekho 
magazine. Ron supported Charlie Wall in all 
that he did at Alrewas on behalf of the Branch 
and for the Burma Star Association in general. 
Ron will be sadly missed by us all. 
 
From the Court Circular, Clarence House: 
18th April 2017 

 
The Prince of Wales, Patron of the former 
Chindits Old Comrades’ Association, was 
represented by the Viscount Slim (President, the 
Burma Star Association) at the Funeral Service 
of Mr. Ronald Hadley (formerly Chairman of 
the former Chindit Old Comrades’ Association, 
and President, the Burma Star Association, 
Birmingham Branch), which was held at 
Sandwell Valley Crematorium, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, this afternoon. 
                    ___________________ 

1

Sadly, as many of you will know, our 
great supporter and friend Ron 
Hadley passed away on 30th March 
this year. His funeral was held at the 
Sandwell Valley Crematorium in 

Birmingham on Tuesday 18th April, where 
donations were made to the Chindit Society. 

Ron was conscripted into the British Army at 
the tender age of 17 and was originally posted 
to the Royal Warwickshire Regiment. 

Taken from Dekho magazine, Spring 2017 
Issue: 

Ron Hadley joined the Birmingham, Branch of 
the Association in 1985 and held many posts on 
the Branch committee. He was elected Branch 
President in July 2010, having previously held 
the post of Chairman from the early 1990’s.  

Ron was elected Vice-Chairman of the Chindit 
Old Comrades Association in 2010, having 
performed the duty of Standard Bearer before 
this time and after the death of Neville Hogan 
in 2012, Ron took over as Chairman up until 
the Association’s closure a couple of years ago. 

Family Contributions and Research 
 
The Chindit Society warmly welcomes the contribution of new Chindit artefacts and encourages families to 
share what they have with a wider audience. We would be interested to receive copies of any items, such as 
diaries, letters, memoirs and photographs. These would then go towards supplementing our Chindit archive 
and hopefully expand our knowledge of the campaign and the men who served within it. The Society is now 
in consultation with our friends at 77th Brigade, to see if this is an area where we could combine our efforts. 
 
Do you have a Chindit soldier in the family? Would you like to find out more about his contribution in 1943 
or 1944? One of the aims of The Chindit Society is to assist families in accessing information about the two 
Wingate expeditions and relating this information to their own Chindit and his experiences. 

If you are not sure, but have heard family stories about a possible Chindit connection, the first thing to do is 
attempt to access his Service Records from the MOD Offices in Glasgow. For more information about 
applying for Army Service Records, please use the following link: http://www.veterans-uk.info 

Please contact the Society for more advice on Chindit research. For all enquiries please email: 
info@thechinditsociety.org.net 
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Dates for Your Diary and Other Notices 
 The West Country Chindit Reunion 

We will be holding our usual service of remembrance at the Chindit 
Memorial on Sunday 12th November 2017. The memorial is located 
on the Victorian Embankment, London. The nearest tube stations 
are either Embankment or Westminster. 
 
The short service is held within earshot of the main Cenotaph Event 
at Whitehall and includes the laying of wreaths in memory of our 
beloved Chindits. Please arrive in good time before the official two 
minutes silence commences our own service at 11am.  
 
We look forward to meeting old friends and hopefully making some 
new ones too. 

Society Membership Forms 
We have decided not to include a full-page membership form within the pages of this issue of 
the newsletter. If you would like a membership form, or require details of how to join the 
Chindit Society, please contact us at: info@thechinditsociety.org.net 

Kingsman Tommy Mason  

It is with deep regret that the Society has to inform you of the sad 
passing of Chindit Tommy Mason, who died peacefully in hospital 
on Sunday 18th June 2017. Tommy, whose service number was 
14402821, was a soldier with the King’s Regiment and flew into 
Broadway with the first wave of gliders on 5th March 1944. 
 
Later on in Burma he became a muleteer and as with many of his 
comrades, became incredibly attached to his trusty mule, whom he 
named Billy. Tommy continued to serve with the 1st King’s until 
the end of the Burma Campaign, qualifying for the Defence Medal 
on the 9th October 1945 whilst stationed at Dehra Dun in northern 
India. 

Pat and John Pearce are pleased to announce this years date for the Exeter 
Reunion. This will take place on Saturday 28th October 2017 at  
The Exeter Court Hotel. Some guests travel to the venue on the Friday 
evening and enjoy an informal gathering before the main event on 
Saturday. There will be more details about the weekend attached separately 
to this newsletter. 
 
However, if you would like more information about this event, please 
contact Pat or John on 01736 795788. 

Remembrance Sunday  
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The Chindit Society Team 

President – Holly Wingate 

Vice President – Alice Wingate 

Chairman – Paul Shenton JP. 

Vice Chairman – Sally Lockhart 

Secretary – Mandy Walsh 

Treasurer – Eddie Chandler 

Media – Tony Redding 

Archivist and Editor – Steve 

Fogden 

Chaplain – The Reverend Canon 
Jonathon Gough 

Welfare – Joanna Cowley 

Exeter Event Manager – John 
Pearce 

 The Chindit Society website 
The Society is pleased to announce that our website is now online. Managed and edited by 
Alice Wingate and Ed Pearce, the aim of the website is to bring together in one place, the story 
of the Chindits and their unique contribution to the Burma Campaign in WW2. Please feel free 
to visit the site by following this link: http://thechinditsociety.org.uk 

         Alrewas Memorial 

The Society committee would like to take this opportunity to thank Major Phil 
Purslow of 77 Brigade, for all his efforts in keeping our memorial garden at Alrewas in 
such good order. It is reassuring to know that our little patch at the Arboretum is now 
being tended and watched over by the Major. 

 John Riggs Remembers 

John Riggs served during the Second World War with the Bedfordshire 
and Hertfordshire Regiment. On Operation Thursday he was the Recce 
Platoon Commander for 16 Column, a unit in the 14th British Infantry 
Brigade. 
 
In an interview with the Royal Anglian Regiment back in August 2015, 
John, who is now 97 years old recalled: 
 
In Burma I did about 800-900 miles in five months on my flat feet and half the 
time the monsoon was belting down with great fury. Our job was to tear up the 
railway lines and cause every possible trouble to the Japanese who were trying to 
invade India at the time. 
 
I suppose we did some good. It was a physical trouble. We were all a bit 
undernourished, to put it mildly. We never had enough calories to eat all the 
time we were there and once the monsoon rain started every insect possible came 
out, mosquitos in particular. We all got malaria and some even worse things 
like scrub typhus. 


